For the family caring for an older relative.
80 million Millennials in the U.S. are facing the aging of their 72 million Boomer parents and are overwhelmed by the responsibility. Their parents continue to live   in their homes that  that were not designed to support their needs as they age. 
Being responsible for the care of a loved one at home can seem to be overwhelming. The fundamental challenge lies in addressing the great range of needs involved.  When the care needed is limited, managing the care may feel effortless. But as the care needs increase, managing the accumulating tasks and responsibilities requires more time and effort.
Managing the care of an older person involves coordinating a wide range of tasks that may involve multiple caregivers and service providers. The responsibility requires constant attention to the wide variety of  daily activities related to toileting, walking, eating, sleeping, dressing, medications, bathing, home care visits, treatments, glasses, hearing aids, other equipment, daycare, transportation, and doctors’ appointments. Since the older person’s needs are fluid, staying on top of things requires identifying changing needs and finding the appropriate intervention.  Many adjustments impact  other chronic needs, which may set off a cycle of repercussions. 
The key to successful care lies in the timing and coordination of activities. The intricacy makes it difficult to explain to others and therefore a challenge to delegate. That leaves the primary caregiver responsible for caring for a parent stressed and having to do it alone. The solution to the problem of identifying and coordinating the necessary elements of care lies in having an easy software tool to stay on top of all the interrelated  tasks and manage everyone involved in the care.
Up until now there has not been a system or program to help families manage their parents’ care. Now there is one.
	Carers UK (a national charity in the UK) has developed an app, called Jointly, that provides primary caregivers a single easy-to-use platform on which to store and share basic information about the person being cared with all the people involved in the person’s care.  Each person on the person’s circle of care has access to the app which can run on all smartphones and tablets.
The app enables the primary caregiver to also include her siblings, other family members, neighbors, community volunteers and paid aides in the person’s circle of care. The app enables the primary caregiver to assign tasks to others in the circle of care. Everyone can see the shared calendar that includes all the daily and hourly tasks that need to be accomplished. 
The app’s simple messaging system makes it easy for everyone in the ‘circle of care’ to be in the loop and ensure that they accomplish the tasks that have been delegated to them. The app makes it easy to share all the details of the older person’s current state as well as a list of the medications they are taking.
The person’s healthcare provider(s) can also be connected to the circle of care, and can be immediately updated to the person’s current status including any new symptoms, 
The app also makes it possible to export essential information that can be shared with designated others, if, for example, the primary caregiver is unable to provide the care  for some reason. This can also be useful in transferring critical documents (e.g. insurance policy, power of attorney, healthcare proxy) when the person being cared for is being transferred to a facility.
In summary, the  app makes it possible for a family to recognize and  manage their resources and have them flow together naturally. It also makes it possible to connect the family with existing resources in the community and eliminates the isolation of the older person and their primary caregiver. make
The Jointly app is easy to use and it costs the family nothing. It has been successfully used in the UK for over 10 years by  30,000 people. It has been continually refined with the ongoing feedback from hundreds of families. The National Association of Community Aging Circles (NACAC) has partnered with Carers UK to  making the Jointly app available for free to U.S. families.
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